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Restos shop located in Strathmore, AB. Modifying

shectmetal is in his blood and his admiration for
Ford and Mercury pickups started early in life. The two
interests were bound to collide at some point.

When Vass was 14 years old he purchased a 1962 Ford
Unibody pickup. He still owns it and hopes to get it back
on the road one day but he's been sidetracked by his ad-
miration for crew cab Mercury pickups. “The Mercury
truck thing has been a disease of mine,” said Vass, while
sitting in his office, walls adorned in ol magazine ads of
1960s era Mercury and Ford trucks. Vass owns three crew
cabs. \When he bought this ‘68 Mercury 3/4 ton pickup

Vas builds hot rods professionally out of his Rods n'
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sight unseen out of an Oyven, AB farm yard it was meant
to be a parts truck for one of the rarer of the three crew
cabs; a 1-0f-9 1968 Mercury crew cab. He paid $300 in Janu-
ary 2012 and the Merc had been parked in the farmer’s
field beside a combine since the late 1970s. Seems the
hood blew off one day and the farmer more-or-less said
“to hell with it" and parked it.

After going over the 3/4 ton Mere Vass realized it was
pretty solid — too nice to be a donor truck — and began to
think he could do a quick-turnaround build.

“I thought we'd drive it as a rat rod,” said Vass.

The plan soon expanded to shortening the box and
frame 20 inches, and swapping out the defunct drivetrain
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for a rebulilt 390 ¢i V8 out of a 1969 Ford crew cab and a C6
transmission. “1I'm kind of embarrassed to tell you, it’s
like 185 horse at the rear wheels,” said Vass. “The guys
were teasing me that their lawn tractor had more horse-
power. It was built to be a driver. If I want to do smoke
shows, I'll take my 1971 Mustang convertible.” (The 351
Cleveland-powered Mustang was featured in CHR's Vol-
ume 4/Issue 3).

In keeping with the driver theme, the stock Twin -1
beam front suspension was ditched and a 2009 Crown Vic-
toria police interceptor model donated its front clip. This
is a sweet, all aluminum unit with A-arm/collspring sus-
pension unit with 12.5” disc brakes, extra beefy sway bar
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and rack and pinion steering. To give the pickup a bit
more of a nose down rake, 3.5" was Z'd from the front
frame to mount the crossmember a little higher. The orig-
inal rearend was also swapped out in favour of an 8.8
rearend donated by a low-mile 1985 Crown Vic which,
with 3.08 gear ratio gives a better cruising ratio than the
original 3/4 ton differential.

Vass did keep the original 3/4 ton leaf springs in the
rear, but Z'd the frame 3.5” and boxed it for rigidity, not-
ing it now handles like a slot car with no body roll, which
is somewhat surprising. “That little truck looks light, but
it’s heavy.” said Vass, noting the hoist creaks while lifting
the Merc.

www.canadianhotrods.com 15




The wheels, 20x19 out back, 18x3 up front, the Merc
rolls are certainly unique. They started with Coker OEM
style wheels that were originally 4.5 inches wide but Vass
wanted them wider so he cut the centres out and sent
them to a machinist who used hoops from generic winter
wheels and welded them together to both create the de-
sired width and backspace. The Mercury hubcaps are
originals Vass purchased one at a time after placing an ad
on Kijiji. “They all came out of Saskatchewan,” he says.

The rat rod agenda was set aside when Vass and his
team took care of the rusted front fenders and cab cor-
ners. A good percentage of the pickup's original Swiss
Aqua paint remains. Vass says he only repainted 50-75%
of the truck, but it's hard to tell where, with the new
patina matching the old. Wimbleton white makes for a
great contrast on bumpers and wheels

He painted a base coat and played around with getting
the wear to look the part of a sun-beaten, gravel-driven
pickup. “We did the tailgate three times to get the look
like that,” said Vass.

One patina-paint trick was using acetone to curdle the
paint, instead of wet sanding.

“It gives it a more natural look,” he said.

Nothing was missed when making the truck look like
an authentic 1960s shortbed muscle truck. Vass sand-
blasted behind the rear wheels with pebbles to get the
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gravel beaten look.

With the truck parked for the winter following the 2012
build, he sprayed the body with table salt daily to rust the
exposed metal after the acetone treatment. Vass had to
change fasteners to stainless components afterwards - a
lesson learned. The underside and interior have been
painted and completed to show quality.

He machined 427 badges, gave them the same gravel.
blast treatment for ageing as the paint, and placed them
on the front fenders.

The 427 stamped valve covers under the hood give the
unknowing viewer the same misconception of the truck
sporting the legendary big-block.

“We did that as a little poke of fun at Chevy guys,” said
Vass, “If you go to a car show, you always sce all the Ca-
maros and Chevelles have 396 SS badges and 90 per cent
of the time they don't have that in them. It's interesting
to see if anyone can tell the difference between a real 427
or not. I had a guy in Regina last year... swearing at me
and yelling at me. That's not a real 427, I know what one
looks like.”

Vass said the time and money poured into the truck to
finish it in 2012 has paid off with business since, noting
2014 was Rods n' Restos” busiest year, as he worked 10-12
hour days, six to seven days a week from October through
June.
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The Cyclone script is from a 1968 Mercury

Cyclone. Tonneau cover is tent canvas.

With over 11,000 miles since the build was completed,
the truck has lived up to being a driver.

It has travelled from the Strathmore to the \West Coast
and Spokane, WA a couple times. Vass kept comfortable
with air conditioning, cruise and a stereo tucked up under
the dash on a hideaway hinge.

“It's like driving a new car,” said Vass who adds nobody
parks beside the Merc and he has owned vehicles with
perfect paint that got less respect.

The quality of builds by the small-town Saskatchewan
boy, raised by a father with an auto body shop north of
Regina, are seen in the various award plaques on his of-
fice walls.

Vass didn't immediately follow in his dad's footsteps as
he earned an engineering degree and worked in the ofl
field for about a decade.

When his son was born in December, 2007 he quit work-
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ing in the oil patch that week, desiring to work close to
his growing family.

He debuted his new business at the 2008 Calgary World
of Wheels with his bare-metal ‘71 Mustang garnering lots
of attention.

Today client builds are sprinkled among his own proj-
ects at his shop south of Strathmore.

Some of his own project trucks include a 1949 Mercury
crew cab and a 1953 Mercury regular cab pickup. The 53
Merc has already had extensive metal work and is sitting
straight and bare on the lift above his 1968 Mercury
pickup.

“It's looking like it will be the next one,” said Vass, of
the '53 Mercury adding it will likely sit on a tube frame
with an LS1 borrowed from a low mileage 2000 C5
Corvette sitting sans body in his lower shop.

We can't wait.
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